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Topics to Cover

+ Background on Wyoming State Engineer’s
Office duties

% Overview of Wyoming Water Law

+ Compacts affecting rivers in northeastern
Wyoming



State Engineer’s Office

< Water Rights have been 1ssued since
Territorial Times

<+ Agency responsible for the
administration of water in the state

< Water designated the property of the
state by the Constitution (Art. 8)
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Elwood Mead while Wyoming State Engineer.

(1 890-1 899) (Wyoming State hMuseurmn)



An early day photograph of Hoover Dam
discharging water from Lake Mead.






State Engineer’s Office
Organizational Chart
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Functions of the SEO

< Permitting and Regulatory
Responsibilities

<+ Interstate Compact/Decree
Administration

< Water Resource Data Collection &
Dastribution

< Water Education
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Functions of the Board of Control

+Made up of 4 Water Division
Superintendents & State Engineer

+Meet quarterly

<+ Act on adjudications, change 1n
point of diversion, change 1n use,
transfers of adjudicated rights
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Contemporary uses and demands
for water

+ Wyoming water law generally flexible
enough to allow consideration of new uses,
such as wetlands, waterfowl production

+ May be desirable to provide additional
incentives for water conservation

¢ Salvage Water
¢ Leasing Options
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Interstate River
Compacts atfecting the
River basins in
Northeastern Wyoming
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Wyoming River Basin
Compacts and Decrees
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Yellonstone River Conpact
in Wyorring

R— T I'F |' . - =
vellowstane | s Babre Vgt g . v
fagion 51 Reditd ' L e 1 i
Lizsin E L b m% d .
i T L -u"“"H PunTkrt.
. ) PR T e T [ ' Sl
'\-."I"n_ - 1 - W el |
Sy 5 L e e
i b . -
. ; i '
-"H'I_‘_ {‘ Bl :" .'-EH-'.-'d-EI"IJ-!II'ﬂ" I:]:‘
- Wirad - Biza e i Y
5 [ LS S E T ] P L
i ey i SOE
; JI L
-H-:!_l B P ! IIII_
i L [ = -
L 'y = )
P ot
.\'L‘ P Ak I-"IJ ,r-.-f
- - I.-'
Hﬁ. & Lirriar _:l'- !
A e
el A
B B
i H W~
—

Lot e vk Smrfarald Canle Prodeellen

— Maor Rvar Besars

L1 Yellgwstana River Compeect, 1550

L MoasgAicmes walbinn [hee Y allowyslons:
(ERLE R METT T T

Allocatas tha o of tha Poveder, Tongus,
Fajgtuarrairnd Clim s Fow b Rivea s (seccdialing
Fellloasliors: M wa el 1" kb ledusssrn
Moriana and W emng.

[ It

il um ALY TR
i vy T Eogurar: Mice




. A bt Shresns
W  LalesResenolis
Bam L Whjor Rver Brsine

Lo D o i on Iloc | cmmalomaToon wpiss
I e e 2landines

Little Biqhorn River Besin

Lill let | %emeaaleit |divaa 1 Easdinn
[ Powrdor Rlvor Badn
[ TongueRlver Basln

[ ]

1]

Lo Cofarrl Conlz Predealnh
Tl i AL Bl r 2
Widdndy T ke K gl mrre- G




Yellowstone River Compact

<+ Allocates the flows of the Clarks
Fork, Wind/Bighorn, Powder and
Tongue Rivers (excludes the Little
Bighom)

+Recognizes all beneficial uses 1in
place January 1, 1950

+Supplemental supplies to pre-1950
lands are exempt



Commission members

< One member from Montana and
Wyoming appointed by the Governor

+Federal Chairman selected by the
Director of the USGS

<+ Generally meet annually 1n late
November or early December, rotating
between Wyoming and Montana



Compact Allocations

<+Clarks Fork
+» Wyoming 60%
+ Montana 40%
<+ Wind/Bighorn
+» Wyoming 80%
¢ Montana 20%



Compact Allocations (con’t)

<+ Tongue
+» Wyoming 40%
+ Montana 60%

sPowder
+» Wyoming 42%
¢ Montana 5%%o



Current 1ssues betore the
Commission

+Coalbed methane development
+ Water Quantity and Quality concerns

+Compact Admimstration

+Trnbal Reserved Water Rights



Tribal Reserved Water Rights

<+ Montana Reserved Water Rights
Compact Commission

¢ Northern Cheyenne
+Tongue River Reservomwr Rehab

+Crow Tribe
+Compact ratitied by MT. legislature
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Belle Fourche River Compact
1943

<+ Allocates unappropriated waters
““as of the date of the compact™:

¢ 90% to South Dakota
+ 10% to Wyoming

+Limits new Wyoming reservoirs to
less than 1000 acre feet in capacity






Kevhole Reservoir Minmimum

Pool Discussions

« Drought of late 1980’s resulted n very low

storage levels at Keyhole Reservoir

+ Citizens approached Gov. Sullivan about

getting a mimmum recreation pool

established

+ Legislation in 1994 appropriated $883,500

for water purchases and O&M fees
+ Unable to reach agreement with CC

)
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Upper Niobrara River Compact

+Completed 1n 1962

+Applies some storage restrictions
on reservoirs built after 1957

s Agree to share groundwater data
and collection additional
oroundwater information
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“YOU Can Help:

eHespect posted/fenced nest |
sKeep pets leashed.
e Don’t litter; it attracts preda

I I % . eDon’t linger near birds or ne

s

The Endangered Species Act Prohibits Harming or Disturbing the Piping Plover

P



Wyoming’s participation in
Missourt River Basin Association

+&8 states in the Missour: River basin
plus Tribal representation through
Mni Sose

+Master Manual Review and Update
+ Faster response during drought periods

+Final Biological Opinion
completed by the Fish and Wildlife
Service Nov. 30, 2000



FPhotograph 8. The pallid sturgeon links back io prehistoric times. It is well adapied to live in the
large, turbid rivers like the Missonri, however, changes to the river hahitats and hyvdrology have
redoced or eliminated reproduction. Tn the upper river, nnly a few azing ndulls remain,
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