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Fireworks exploding over Hoover Dam on 
June 17, 2002 during the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s Centennial Celebration.
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Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish 
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Deal signed to 
share 

Colorado River 
resources 

BOULDER CITY, Nev. (AP) -- U.S. Interior Secretary 
Gale Norton signed a historic deal Thursday to end 

years of bickering over the Colorado River and fulfill a 
promise that California made 70 years ago to limit its 

use of the river it shares with six other states. 
The agreement signed during a ceremony at the edge 
of the Hoover Dam secures the water future for fast-

growing Southern California through the nation's 
biggest transfer of water from farms to cities.





Quantification of the water rights associated 
with CA’s first three agricultural priorities

Negotiated agreement which quantifies 
Colorado River agricultural entitlements to 
assure that conserved water can be 
transferred from agricultural entities to 
urban water agencies.

















Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program
• Forum, Advisory Council and Work Group meeting 

held in Santa Fe, New Mexico on October 27-29th

Federal agencies presented accomplishment reports for Fiscal 
Year 2003
BLM will be submitting its report to Congress by mid-March 
2004
Advisory Council will draft its report by the end of 2003, will 
recommend:  $17.5 Million in appropriations for USBR, $5.2 
Million for BLM and 2.5 % of EQIP appropriation but not 
less than $15.2 Million for the USDA.
USBR has issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
competitive, cost-effective salinity control projects under its 
basin-wide program.  This RFP can be found on the CRSCP 
website.
USDA announced reorganization of NRCS Regional and 
Washington offices – consolidation of existing six regional 
offices into three Assistant Directors for regional operations.



Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program -
continued

• The next Colorado River Basin Salinity Control 
Forum meeting will be held in early June 2004 in 
Rock Springs, Wyoming.

Will include a tour of the Big Sandy Salinity Control 
Project.
GRBAG members are both welcome and encouraged to 
attend.

We will be sharing additional details in re:  meeting location and 
tour logistics in advance of the meeting (next GRBAG meeting).

• Will begin working on its 2005 triennial review 
(required [pursuant to Section 202(d) of the Clean 
Water Act] every three-year review of water quality 
standards) report.



Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program -
continued

• The Forum’s Selenium Committee presented 
its report and the Forum approved the report 
and resolved to continue with its current 
practice of partnering with projects where 
selenium removal can be accomplished
– But the Forum will not undertake selenium-only 

control or reduction projects
• Believe to do so would weaken the overall program and 

lead to a dilution of efforts.



Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish 
Recovery Program – Update:

• Non-native fish management policy authorized by the 
Implementation Committee at its September 6th

meeting in Denver.
– Set forth a clear policy that is understood and supported “up 

and down the chain” within each office of the Colorado 
Division of Wildlife and the Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources.

– Non-native fish management is critical element of the 
Recovery Program; it is not just the big, bad federal 
government that is engaged in non-native fish management 
efforts throughout the Basin in Colorado and Utah, but 
rather, a coordinated, essential effort fully supported by all 
of the Program’s participants.

• Next Management Committee meeting on December 
9th in Denver.



Yampa River Basin Endangered Fish Recovery 
and Water Management Plan

• Existing projects include those projects 
already consulted on, whether or not 
constructed. 

• New depletions (ie., not previously consulted 
on) should include a detailed description of 
location, magnitude and timing of depletions.



Purpose of Yampa River Basin Programmatic 
Biological Opinion (PBO):

• To address impacts of water depletions 
throughout the Yampa River Basin on the 
endangered fish species

• To evaluate the benefits of the Recovery 
Program’s actions for the endangered fish 

• To serve as an “umbrella” consultation for 
existing human water use and an increment of 
future water depletions



Why is a PBO appropriate for the 
Yampa River Basin?

• Provides regulatory certainty for water users in the 
Yampa River Basin

• Streamlines project by project ESA compliance
– This will facilitate additional development in the Green 

River Basin in Wyoming, as it will “lower the bar” relative 
to offsetting water project depletion impacts on end. 
species.

• PROVIDING THE REASONABLE AND PRUDENT 
ALTERNATIVES THAT AVOID END. JEOPARY 
ARE/BECOME A RECOVERY PROGRAM 
RESPONSIBILITY.



Why is a PBO appropriate for the 
Yampa River Basin- continued:

• Serves as a framework to address existing 
water use and a block of future water 
depletions basin-wide:

– the block is not a cap, but an increment of 
depletions to allow time to measure the response of 
the end. fish to Recovery Program activities.

– Treats depletion effects and recovery actions 
holistically.

– Actions of the Recovery Program will comply with 
ESA requirements with regard to these depletions.



Yampa River Basin
Cooperative Agreement

• Does not require the same level of 
specificity as the Plan nor need to reiterate 
the Plan.

• Simple legal document wherein parties 
agree to implement the Plan.

• Is the federal action (allowing) 
necessitating ESA Section 7 consultation 
(PBO).



Upcoming Events – FYI

• Colorado River Water Users Association annual 
meeting in Las Vegas, NV – December 10-12th

• Wyoming Water Association Winter Board Meeting 
and Legislative Review Session on February 11th in 
Cheyenne

• Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum meeting 
in Rock Springs, WY in early June, 2004

• Green River Basin Advisory Group – NEXT 
MEETING ON MARCH 23, 2004 IN ROCK 
SPRINGS.



Thanks and 
may I answer 

any 
questions?




