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TOPICS OF DISCUSSION:

1. Overview of Instream Flows in Wyoming

2 Instream Flow Filings in the Wind/Bighorn Basin2. Instream Flow Filings in the Wind/Bighorn Basin

3.    Instream Flow Filings in the East Fork Wind River Area



1.0  Overview of Instream Flows in Wyoming

• Instream flow is considered a beneficial use of water

• Only the State can own an instream flow right

• Source can come from direct flow or storageg

• Water is available after leaving the instream flow segment



1.0  Overview of Instream Flows in Wyoming

• Wyoming Game and Fish Department

• Wyoming Water Development Office

• State Engineer’s Office



1.0  Overview of Instream Flows in Wyoming

W.S. 41-3-1003 (b)
• “The Game and Fish Commission shall identify the points on the stream the time of year The Game and Fish Commission shall identify the points on the stream…the time of year 

when the flows are most critical…the minimum amount of water necessary…”

W.S. 41-3-1003 (c)
“Th  W t  D l t C i i h ll fil  li ti  i  th   f th  St t  f • “The Water Development Commission shall file applications in the name of the State of 
Wyoming…”

W.S. 41-3-1004 (a)
• “…the Water Development Commission shall determine the feasibility of providing 

instream flows…”

Approvalpp
• The State Engineer’s Office decides on the quantity and timing of the water right which is 

then subject to proof and adjudication by the Board of Control.



1.0  Overview of Instream Flows in Wyoming

WGFD identifies stream segments, conducts Biological Study, determines flow rates, and 
completes application

1
IDENTIFICATION STAGE

2
APPLICATION STAGE

WWDO files application to SEO and conducts Hydrologic Study.  SEO assigns Temporary 
Filing Number

3
SEO REVIEW STAGE

SEO holds public hearing; reviews application and Biological & Hydrologic Studies.  SEO 
assigns Permit Number if application is approved

4
BOC REVIEW STAGE

BOC reviews application package and conducts flow measurements.  Submits Proof 
and/or Elimination Form to WWDO

5
ADJUDICATION STAGE

BOC issues public notice and holds public hearing (if public protest).  BOC amends, 
denies, or awards adjudication



1.0  Overview of Instream Flows in Wyoming

Instream Flow FilingsInstream Flow Filings
in Wyomingin Wyoming

125 Total Segments:
• 13 Adjudicated

Segment Lengths:
• Range from 0.1 to 22 miles

• Average length = 4 milese ge e g e



Instream Flow FilingsInstream Flow Filings

2.0  Instream Flow Filings in the Wind/Bighorn Basin

Instream Flow FilingsInstream Flow Filings
in thein the

Wind/Bighorn BasinWind/Bighorn Basin

35 Total Segments:
• 5 Adjudicated

• 2 BOC Petitioned

• 18 Approved or Other

• 10 Application Stage (East 
Fork Wind River)



Instream Flow FilingsInstream Flow Filings

3.0 Instream Flow Filings in the East Fork Wind River Area

Instream Flow FilingsInstream Flow Filings
inin thethe

East Fork Wind River AreaEast Fork Wind River Area

10 Total Segments:



3.0 Instream Flow Filings in the East Fork Wind River Area

EAST FORK WIND RIVER AREA

10 TOTAL SEGMENTS ON 3 RIVER REACHES
B CBEAR CREEK

WIGGINS FORK

EAST FORK



3.0  Instream Flow Filings in the East Fork Wind River Area

Application Stage
• Hydrologic Study in 

progress by WWDO

Key Components of Hydrologic 
Study:y

• Water Rights Inventory

• Flow, Diversions, and Storage Records

• Hydrology Analysis

• Unappropriated Flow Analysis• Unappropriated Flow Analysis

• Flow Exceedance Analysis



3.0  Instream Flow Filings in the East Fork Wind River Area

Permit Number Facility Name Priority Acres cfs Tributary Notes

P1771D North Fork Ditch 3/9/1898 245.40 3.51 North Fork Big Wind River changed to Wiggins Fork Ditch

P7672D McKissock Ditch 3/4/1907 65.00 0.93 East Fork North Fork Big Wind River

P7864D Alkali Ditch 5/11/1907 95.00 1.36 East Fork North Fork Big Wind River

P8482D Mosle Ditch 6/10/1908 245.33 3.50 East Fork North Fork Big Wind River
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Figure 96
April Daily Flow Exceedence, Bear Creek Upper Segment IF

P9708D Duncan Ditch 11/13/1909 995.00 14.21 East Fork North Fork Big Wind River

P2498E Enl. North Fork Ditch 6/15/1911 194.00 2.77 East Fork North Fork Big Wind River changed to Wiggins Fork Ditch

P3110E Enl. Mosle Ditch 1/22/1915 37.50 0.54 East Fork North Fork Big Wind River

P12979D Snow Ditch 1/22/1915 28.50 0.41 North Fork Big Wind River

P29394D Howe No. 1 Ditch 5/14/1986 12.58 0.18 North Fork Big Wind River

Campbell Ditch 7/3/1868 4.70 20.21 (ac-ft) East Fork North Fork Big Wind River Shoshone/Arapahoe (ac-ft)

McKissock Ditch 7/3/1868 5.30 22.79 (ac-ft) East Fork North Fork Big Wind River Shoshone/Arapahoe (ac-ft)

Mosle Ditch 7/3/1868 22.00 96(ac-ft) East Fork North Fork Big Wind River Shoshone/Arapahoe (ac-ft)

P5695D East Fork Ditch 10/8/1903 145 00 2 07 East Fork North Fork Big Wind River
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Figure 97
May Daily Flow Exceedence, Bear Creek Upper Segment IF

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 1-15 Nov 16-30 Dec
Mean Monthly Flow 3.5 3.6 4.4 11.4 45.0 86.3 45.3 17.1 10.4 6.7 4.5 4.5 3.6
Appropriated Flow 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Table 16
Mean Monthly Flow Analysis(cfs), Bear Creek Upper Segment IF

P5695D East Fork Ditch 10/8/1903 145.00 2.07 East Fork North Fork Big Wind River
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pp p
Return Flow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Unappropriated Direct Flow 3.5 3.6 4.4 11.4 44.5 85.9 44.9 16.7 10.0 6.7 4.5 4.5 3.6
Requested Direct Flow 9.0 9.0 9.0 32.0 20.0 20.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 13.0 13.0 9.0 9.0
Shortage/Surplus (-/+) -5.5 -5.4 -4.6 -20.6 24.5 65.9 20.9 -7.3 -14.0 -6.3 -8.5 -4.5 -5.4
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Figure 20
Mean Monthly Flow Analysis, Bear Creek Upper Segment IF
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Figure 21
Mean Monthly Flow Analysis, Bear Creek Upper Segment IF
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3.0  Instream Flow Filings in the East Fork Wind River Area

Final Report Due June, 2012

• Consultant conducting final Consultant conducting final 
round of flow 
measurements late spring

• Upon completion, WWDO
will forward to State 
Engineer’s Office

State Engineer’s Office:State Engineer s Office:

• Hold public hearing

• Approve application

• Assign Permit Number

F d t  B d f C t l • Forward to Board of Control 
for Proof



Wyoming State Engineer’s Office:

PAMPHLET AVAILABLE

Wyoming State Engineer’s Office:
777-6475
http://seo.state.wy.us

Wyoming Game and Fish Department:Wyoming Game and Fish Department:
777-4559
http://wgfd.state.wy.us

Wyoming Water Development Office:Wyoming Water Development Office:
777-7626
http://wwdc.state.wy.us



Thanks for your Attention
Questions?
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