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Jennifer Bales wasn’t sure about getting this
close, but posed with the grizzly that slaugh-

tered three of her sheep.

The grizzly was
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trapped Monday might at Bales’ South Fork
home and transported to the northwest corner
of Yellowstone Park.

{(Courtesy photo)

Bears moving too close to home

It's time to consider the personal
losses and costs associated with
trophy animals listed under the
Endangered Species Act, a local
resource management coordinator
says.

Bernie Spanogle, the Wapiti
Ridge Coordinated Resource Man-
agement (CRM) coordinator, says
there is a “human side” to the story
of a grizzly killing Jennifer Bales”
three sheep on the South Fork on
Monday. (See related story on A-1.)

“Some people will say ‘that’s
what bears do’, but people like the
Bales didn't just lose some live-
stock, they had some personal loss-
es and were victimized,” Spanogle
says.

“One of these days, it's going to
be a kid or an adult who steps out
in the middle of the night to see

limits. He guestions what the
response would be if such a preda-
tor was allowed to roam the city at
night without any protection for
people other than to mowve it after
trouble and to repay people for
damages.

“T don’t think they realize that is
already happening on the fringes
of society and it’s getting closer and
closer, especially on the North and
South Fork™ he adds.

While many believe the people
population is growing and moving
into bear country, Spanogle says
the opposite is true.

“The interface is not moving
that fast,” he says. “The bear popu-
lation is growing and moving into
the interface. People don’t want
any finger pointed at the bear, but
its time we realize what predators

space and keep ranches “alive and
viable,” and still have wildlife,
Spanogle explains. But, if ranchers
are forced out of business because
of predation and other problems,
that open space will be converted
to subdivisions and even more con-
flict will occur:

Spanogle says delisting the griz-
zly may be a step in the right direc-
tion, but it could also force regula-
tions that are even more restrictive
than the recovery requirements.

What is needed, he says, is more
local control. One solution may be
allowing the G&F to coordinate
bunting problem bears — rather
than moving them to a different
area.

“The Game and Fish is trying,
but their hands are tied, it's really
a complicated situation for them
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count,” Moody aaus.

There is no target numbs
recovery of the population, ins
there are targets for the num)
“unduplicated females with c
the year seen on an annual b
he explains.

“The target is 15 and we've
well above that for the las
years,” Moody adds.

The proposed habitat cri
will include a five-year monit
plan for bears.

“I'm sure there’s going to be
ments of the public that a
going to be happy and we'll p
bly end up in litigation — that
way business is done these d
Moody says.

He believes there is a possil
that the “adequacy”™ of the prey
will be chall E

If the public is happy witl
criteria and review is complet
next spring, any time after
point someone could petitio
delisting, Moody says.
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* Pull it and leave it, don't spread it
Help stop the weed invasion . ..
The South Fork Weed Management Area For more information, phone (307) 587-2204 =l
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Change In public values

Cody cattle competing with elk

New study

By MIKE STARK
Gazette Wyoming Buréau

CODY, Wyo. — Large num-
bers of elk that regularly feed on
sagebrush grasslands in the late
spring definitely are in competi-
tion with cattle operations west
of town, according to a Montana
State University study.

Results of the four-year study
were presented this w o a
group of ranchers, sportsmen and

government officials teaming up
to solve problems along the North
Fork and South Fork.

Researchers are looking at
how competition between cattle
and elk and deer affects ranching
operations.

A portion of the study looking
at the economics of the problem
is expected SUIMMET.

[eﬁ' Mosley, a professor in the

and range sciences
depa.m:uent. told members of the

Wapiti Ridge Coordinated
Resource Management group that
wildlife managers looking to
reduce competition between elk
and cattle should take a close look
at what happens during the
spring.

Aerial surveys showed that
about 1500 elk frequented four
ranches on the North and South
forks each day during March,
April and May.

Most were feeding in the same

cbrush grasslands where ca
during the summer

all.
If that double use of the 1
keeps happenmg. Maosl :
“then you've got a problem.
Currently, about 60 pcrl::en

graze between
November, the study showed.

Please see Study,
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Wyoming Elk Population Trends




Cody Elk Herd
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Need for finding common ground

Landowners started the
Wapiti Ridge CRM
In 1995




e Natural resource concern exists

* Organize individuals that can deal with the
concerns

 Establish common goals and objectives
* |dentify problems and opportunities
* Implement action plans




TE Ranch

Bales Ranch

Ballinger Ranch

Siggins Polled Herefords Ranch
J-9 Ranch

Mooncrest Ranch




BLM

NRCS

Wyoming Game and Fish Dept

University of Wyoming Extension Service
Wyoming Department of Agriculture, CRM
Cody Conservation District

The Nature Conservancy

Trout Unlimited

South Fork Weed Association

Sportsmen, Cody Shooting Complex




Wapiti Ridge Goals and
Objectives

The Wapiti Ridge CRM has 3 goals
and Il objectives with each objective
having associated action items.




Goal # 1

To manage for a diversity of fish,
wildlife and recreational
opportunities compatible with
domestic livestock operations.




.

.

alne

"w

el
=
qu
=




management plan for desired
ungulate populations and
distribution
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Improve hunter
distribution and access
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Ranchers, hunters get together

By BECKY SHAY

It was hard to tell who was
iappier at the Wapiti Ridge
ourdinated Resource Manage-
nent sportsmen’s forum last Fri-
ay — the sportsmen who were
aining access to private lands
r the landowners who were
llowing it.

About 120 people attended the
1eeting, which

e o Provideeducational

esource Management units
'ork. It was also 0

)T sportsmen to nilm@ﬁb
rs and sign up for acdess to
1eir lands.

Tom Herzog of Powell was
mong the hunters who gained
:cess. He will be able to hunt on
e TE Ranch this year and is on
1e waiting list for Siggins’
olled Hereford Ranch.

The landowners went “above
1d beyond” to go public with
eir offer of access, he said.
erzog, who grew up ranching

southeast Montana, has hunt-
| public lands since moving to
yoming. He saw the forum as a
ance to gain early permission

access private lands and also

a sign of “real cooperation™
tween sportsmen and
ndowners.

“This raises awareness for

sportsmen and allows ranchers

some ivl inteMction,” he
addg fejlls
~Oblec
can o m

tion.”

Like many of the sportsmen
who attended the meeting, Her-
zog doesn’t have any problems
with meeting the landowners’

hunting, no off-road motorized

“It's just common sense,” Her-
zog said. “Some sportsmen give
all sportsmen a bad name, doing
things like trespassing and cut-
ting fence. Some of it is blatant
ignorance and some of it is acci-
dental — people don’t know
boundaries or are so busy look-
ing for game they don't see (no
trespassing) signs.”

The Wapiti Ridge CRM covers
private land on the North Fork
and South Fork and is one of the
largest management units in the
state, CRM member Dennis Sun
said.

“This area has as many issues
affecting it as any area in
Wyoming,” he added. “There are
threatened and endangered
species, wildlife, ranching ... you

®he landowners afe hop™
0 an Loy |
tive #€
8 1 anfglrs (¥ cal

name it, this area is hit with it.”

al

sportsmen, to solve conflicts,
Those problems range from con-
tinued development wiping out
winter range to managing cattle
distribution on ranches tg ﬁ

‘opportun

scape and much of the time agri-

tyaxel VA A e tough side of it,”
\mﬁgmim AWarEnessS: e de ot

Bernie Spanogle said.

He gave a slide show which
featured the “signs of the times,”
including real estate signs that
signal the shift from open spaces
to development and the more
positive change of “No Hunting”
signs to “Hunting with Permis-
sion Only” signs.

The CRM landowners are
working together and managing
their lands by consensus. They
have developed goals, objectives
and action plans to solve prob-
lems, including elk-livestock
conflicts.

“It’'s not someone in Cheyenne
telling you what to do,” Spanogle
explained. “We use the people
who are accountable for that
landscape.”

est

The CRM has developed a
livestock count on the ranches
involved. The volunteers who
run-the surveys are helping vali-
date Game and Fish Department
counts. Montana State Universi-
ty is also involved and does its
own aerial counts and studies on
the ground, he added.

roving hunter access will
t the growing elk herd,
goes hand-in-hand with
G&F efforts to make more liber-
al seasons that yield population
control, Spanogle added.

Until the forum, Ron
Soskowski, who moved to Cody
from Cheyenne in May, didn't
realize how game populations
impact private lands.

A hunter and fisherman,
Soskowski was having trouble
finding access before meeting
with CRM landowners.

“You drive down the road and
there’s private land all over and
you don't know how to gain
access,” he said. “This is great to
bring people together to discuss
common issues.”

Spanogle urges anyone inter-
ested to develop a relationship
with landowners.

“They aren’t monsters and
they need your help,” he added.
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WYOMING GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT'S
PRIVATE LANDS PUBLIC WILDLIFE ACCESS PROGRAM

FALL 2002 & SPRING 200:
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for entrance
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'Sportsmen join fencing party to ‘repay’
‘Table Mountain landowgrs for access

By BECKY SHAY

Mert and Gin Ballinger have
struck a rare partnership with
the sportsmen who use their
land at the base of Table Moun-
tain.

At a time when conflict rather
than cooperation seems to be the
norm in landowner-sportsmen
access issues, the Ballingers are
allowing a variety of people to
use their land in exchange for a
little help around the ranch.

During early summer of the
last four years, a group of sports-
men have donated their time
and braun for a weekend and
helped the Ballingers maintain
their fence line around the sec-
| tion of land on which they run
| cattle.

In exchange, the sportsmen —
hunters, hikers and wildlife
enthusiasts — have access to the
land, which is situated about five

county road 6FU.

About 50 people joined this
year's “fencing party” on June 5-
' 6. They worked, laughed quite a
' bit and enjoyed a prime rib din-
} ner provided by the Ballingers.

The effort helps the Ballingers
| recoup losses from damage done

miles up Table Mountain, off

his futegggd uie. e
is satisfyind but a “tough living.”

The ranches adjoining his pro
erty also send wor h
with the ma'mtenanEXE

“The future is in working
together,” he explains. “This
helps the sportsmen feel like this
land and the wildlife is their
responsibility, teo.”

Sportsmen like Steve Cress-
well agree.

“If more people worked togeth-
er, it would be better for every-
one,” he adds.

The party started as part of
the Wapiti Ridge Coordinated
Resource Management unit, to
which the Ballingers belong. The
united group of landowners are
forging partnerships with
hunters, state and federal agen-
cies and environmentalists, in
hopes of keeping agriculture,
recreation and conservation all
viable and working in concert,

“This is a way for the people
who use that private land for
hunting to give something back,”
Wapiti Ridge CRM coordinator
Bernie Spanogle notes.

Working with the CRM, the
Ballingers are identifying “hot
spots” where elk congregate on
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Program lends hand
to disabled hunters

By BUZZY HASSRICK
Sitaff wiriter

Two hunters from Georgia
flew into Cody early the
aftermoon of Dec. 1 and
bagged two elk on the Worth
Fork before sundown.

That’s not unusual for
non-resident sportsmen — but
these men both use wheel-
chairs.

Dennis Knox, 33, and Tim
Stanfield, 46, each shot their
game on the Ballinger Ranch
with the help of volunteers
Don Brinkman and Michael
Spanogle, 16.

A sportsman for 50 yvears,
Brinkman is a mechanical
engineer retired from the
Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion in Marvland. He met
rancher Merlyn Ballinger of
Powell and joined him in the
project for physically dis-
abled hunters.

Ballinger had asked_for

help with t t s}
Spanogle, a
sophomore, i

his community service for the
BETA Club.

“I never expected they'd be
that independent,” Spanogle
said of the hunters. “I didn’t
think they’d do so much on
their own.

“It was a good learning
experience.”

Spanogle and Brimnkman
picked up the hunters at the
airport and proceeded
straight to the hunting blind
on the ranch. The heated,

Mlchael Spanogle, 16, {right} helps Tim Stanfiold
of Geqrgia with the elk he shot from a hunting

2} m‘eﬁs
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ork. It’s specially designed for
hunters. (Courtesy photo)

two cows finally came within
200 wards, the men aimed
and fired.

“One shot is all it took for
both of them,” he said.

The hunters, again aided
by the wvolunteers, were
“pushed and pulled™ to their
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Forum focuses on access, ranch problem:s

By BECKY SHAY

Cody hunters can sign up to
gain access to local private lands
while learning about the Wapiti
Ridge Coordinated Resource
Management group during a
forum Friday at Cody Auditori-
um.

The sportsmen'’s forum starts
at 6 p.m. with an ice cream social.
Local banks have donated
refreshments and will pay a

[N R T ) P DRI

Many of the prizes, including
the hunts, will be directed at
kids, with the hope of helping
youth hunters get an early start
on developing relationships with

landowners.

The forum is free and open to
any interested sportsmen or oth-
ers interested in being involved in
conservation and management of
the open spaces in the Cody
foothills, Wapiti Ridge CRM coor-

Hunter meeting

6 p.m. Friday,
Cody Auditorium

will give a slide show about the
CRM. He will also outline the
CBM’S goals, wl_'nich i_nclude man-

R R LY

Agriculture foolishly

cialists, and federal, state and
local agencies to accomplish those
goals.

Among Wapiti Ridge objectives
are to improve hunter distribu-
tion and access. Many of the
landowners involved in the CRM
allow special access for hunters.

The hunts help with land man-
agement. As an example,
Spanogle points to elk-livestock
conflicts for landowners. The

‘ignored’ |

by wildlife conservation agents

LARAMIE (AP) — Ranchers
and farmers are often ignored
when it comes to implementing
the Endangered Species Act,
according to many people at a
meeting organized by the Albany
County Stockgrowers.

Yet landowners are the great-
est untapped resource for con-
servation, said Mike Brennan, a
Jackson environmental attorney.

The stockgrowers put on the
meeting Friday to coincide with
the annual Wyoming County
Commissioners Association
meeting in Laramie.

Brennan, a former executive
assistant to former U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Director
John Turner, said conservation
groups need to work with
landowners — and both must

tor of the Wyoming office of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

“It’s become clear to me that
folks around here just don’t like
the federal government telling
them what to do or how to do it,”
Long said.

That attitude can be useful for
addressing potential habitat
problems before the federal gov-
ernment is forced to get involved,
he said, but it’s counterproduc-
tive once the Endangered Species
Act becomes a player.

Long pointed to the recent
series of meetings about possibly
listing the mountain plover.

The meetings closely followed a
decision to list the Preble’s mead-
ow jumping mouse as threatened.
Both species are found on
Wyoming farms and ranches.

“At some point, we need to get
beyond that stage and get on to
cooperative agreements,” he said.
“(The Endangered Species Act) is
there. We need to deal with it.”

Panelists Con Lass, director of
Wyoming's office of federal
lands, and Joe Hiller, chairman
of an Endangered Species Act
panel recently appointed by Gov.
Jim Geringer, said state officials
hope to become more involved in
endangered species issues and
work more with local officials.

“We need to be cognizant and we
need to work to ensure that those
listings do not take place unless
they are warranted,” Lass said.

Goshen County Commissioner
Lois Van Mark said “credible sci-
ence” too often means scientists
and razearchers

these landowners by helping
various ways,” Spanogle says.

The forum includes a quest
and answer session with a pa
of CRM landowners. The Wa
Ridge CRM currently has ab
10 landowners from the No
Fork and South Fork involy
although not all are act
Spanogle says.

People attending the for
will also be able to visit one-



Elk from the Northern Yellowstone herd browse near Gardiner in the winter of 1999. Outfitters and hunters in the Gardiner area bel:eve
the herd is at risk from predation by wolves introduced into Yellowstone National Park.

Wyoming extends hunting for elk east of park

Gazette news Services
Gray wolves, like this
pair in Colorado, were
reintroduced into
Yellowstone National
Park in 1995 and 1¢
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Summary

nere was a need for change

nere was a need to seek common ground
RM was an appropriate process

Most problems were addressed

People were educated




Wapiti Ridge CRM
Benefits

Improved fish and wildlife habitat

Helping to maintain viable livestock industry
Maintains open space and quality of life
Improved recreational opportunities

Increased understanding, communication and
Involvement




“There are two sides to
everything but you can
never see both sides until

you get on the other side”




“Where there IS no vision,
the people will perish™




Questions?




