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I th l t 1960’ th t t f W i• In the late 1960’s the state of Wyoming 
begun a statewide comprehensive 

t l iwater planning process.

• In 1979, the legislature created the 
Wyoming Water Development y g p
Commission (WWDC). Charging it with 
responsibility for coordinating water and y g
related land resources .



In 1980’s Federal legislation asked to include  
the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Endangered 

Species Act, and the clean Water Act.

Nebraska filed a lawsuit against 
Wyoming over use of the waters of y g

North Platte River.



In the Green River Basin, a group called theIn the Green River Basin, a group called the 
Colorado River Basin Coordinating Council 

(CRBCC) became concerned that Wyoming's 
Colorado River Compact allocation not yet put to 
beneficial use was perhaps vulnerable to growing 

t d d f A i N d dwater demands of Arizona, Nevada, and 
California. 

At the urging of CRBCC, the 1996 Legislature 
directed the Wyoming Water Development Office y g p
(WWDO) and the State Engineer's Office (SEO) 

to prepare recommendations for updating the 
1973 Framework Water Plan.



Grass roots interaction in planningGrass-roots interaction in planning 
process was supported by the governor.

Th B i Ad i GThe Basin Advisory Group or  
BAG became public voice in the 

framework study.

The value of the agriculture sector 
output in Wyoming annually exceeds p y g y

one billion dollars. 



The value of the agriculture sector output inThe value of the agriculture sector output in 
Wyoming annually exceeds one billion dollars. 

Hay is by far the leading crop in Wyoming in term of 
value of production totaling $260 million.

B l h d h hi h l i 2008 $34 5Barley had the next highest value in 2008 at $34.5 
million.

Wheat value at $30.9 million, corn at 
$27.9 million, sugarbeets at $26.5 g

million, and dry beans at $26.2 
million.



P k t k b i d ti fPark county ranks number one in production of 
barley and sugarbeets and number 4 in production of 

dry beans and oats graindry beans and oats grain .

Economic impact of agriculture in 
Park County totaled to $ 75.5 million y

dollars in 2008.





Wyoming’s ranks in the nation’s agriculture in 
2008.

#1 in average size of farms (418).
#3 in wool,breading sheep.
#3 in production of pinto beans.
#4 in barley. 
#7 in all dry beans.
#9 in sugarbeet production. 







Wyoming Sugar beet industry 

Jobs: Provides 4 571 jobs in Wyoming which isJobs: Provides 4,571 jobs in Wyoming which is 
portion of 372,228 jobs nationwide.

Economic Impact:$159,600,000 of economic 
ti it i W i d t f $21 1 billiactivity in Wyoming and part of $21.1 billion 
economic activity in the United States.



h f d bMore than 140 farmers produce beets on 27000 acres , 
yielding 664,000 tons. (2008). The beets are processed at 

three facilities, located in Torrington and Lovell (The , g (
Western sugar cooperative), and Worland (Wyoming sugar 

Cooperative).  
Sugar beet sugar cane and corn sweetener coalition is calledSugar beet, sugar cane and corn sweetener coalition is called 

American Sugar Alliance (ASA).

Corn Sweetener Industry: 1,300,000 is 
added to the value of the corn for 

W i ’ 760 000 000 b h l fWyoming’s corn . 760,000,000 bushels of 
corn nationwide each year are used for 

making sweetenermaking sweetener.  



Water is Wyoming Gold and y g
agriculture is our national 

ttreasure.


