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O W t O F tOur Water, Our Future
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Water Plan Research & Activities
2003-2006

W t A ti P j t• Water Accounting Project
– Water Use

• Evaluation of Water Management: federal state Tribal &• Evaluation of Water Management: federal, state, Tribal & 
impacts on Tribal water resources and water uses

• BIA Irrigation Project & Managementg j g
• Drought Management
• Private Ditch Management
• Arapahoe Ranch & Owl Creek Basin Water Management
• Tribal Elder-Youth Conference on Water
• Film: Our Water Our Future



Using the WaterUsing the Water

Bi H D• Big Horn Decree
• Federal Reserved Water Rights Principlesg p
• Wind River Water Code
• Instream Flow Decision• Instream Flow Decision

• Big Horn Decree principles still apply

Bi H D Fi li ti P• Big Horn Decree Finalization Process-
rights cancellation, land adjustments. 
N thi d i i t tiNothing on administration

• Who is using the water now?g



Federal Role in Water Management in theg
Wind River Basin
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BIA Irrigation ManagementBIA Irrigation Management

D li d M f 1868 W•Delivery and Management of 1868 Water

•Operation & Maintenance:  
•Charges 
• Disrepair

•Failure to Recognize Quantification in Big Horn Decree
•Requires water rights delivery to Tribes
•Requires determination of surplus waterRequires determination of surplus water

•Tribal Control:  
•Tribal Conservation Districts•Tribal Conservation Districts
•Tribal Irrigation Districts
•638 Contracting, especially of storage facilities



What is in the Water Plan?What is in the Water Plan?
Th Wi d Ri W t i l f th f T ib l• The Wind River Water is a plan for the use of Tribal 
water.
– It is based on community input & researchIt is based on community input & research

• The Water Plan Contains
– Review of Activities and Findings
– 3-Phases of Water Development

• Securing the Homeland
• Strengthening the Foundationg g
• Building the Homeland

– Development of Tribal administrative infrastructure

– Strategies for Water Development: How to Move Ahead



What’s Next?What s Next?

• 2001: Similar Meeting—Issue I.D.
• 2003-2006: Water Plan addresses these2003 2006: Water Plan addresses these 

issues plus options for water development
2007 ??• 2007-??
– Choices
– Decisions

Strategy– Strategy
– Communication & Planning



THE ELEMENTS OF DEVELOPMENT

Figure 1: The Elements of Development


