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Compact Refresher 



The Basics

Compacts -- Agreements 
negotiated between states 
dividing the waters of 
interstate streams

Bear River Compact 
signatory states:

1. Idaho

2. Utah

3. Wyoming



The Basics

The most detailed and directive-
based interstate compact to 
which Wyoming is party

Original 1958; Amended 1980

Outlines:

1. Storage rights for each state 
by Division

2. What to do in times of 
shortage 

*Red denotes flow direction



Storage Allocations above Stewart Dam:
1,000 AF – Idaho
17,750 AF – Utah
17,750 AF – Wyoming

Subordinated to:
1) Direct flow rights in any division
2) Existing storage above Stewart 

Dam, but not to storage in Bear 
Lake or elsewhere downstream

Original Compact – 1958 

Upstream Storage

14,324 AF pre-Compact

36,500 AF  Original Compact

5923.65 feet – full (1,422,000 AF)

1) Divertible flow restrictions during a water emergency

2) Upstream storage restrictions



Amended Compact – 1980

1) Divertible flow restrictions during a water emergency

2) Upstream storage restrictions

3) Depletions restrictions Storage Allocations Above Stewart Dam:

Additional Limitations:

Upstream Storage

5923.65  feet– full (1,422,000 AF)

14,324 AF pre-Compact

36,500 AF  Original Compact

74,500 AF  Amended Compact

Original Amended

Idaho 1,000 AF 4,500 AF

Utah 17,750 AF 35,000 AF

Wyoming 17,750 AF 35,000 AF

2) Cannot deplete more than:
• 28,000 AF above Stewart Dam
• 400,000 AF in the Lower Division

1) No Amended Compact storage if 
Bear Lake elevation is below 5,911 
feet



Amended Compact Depletions



The 20-Year 
Compact Review



Compact Review Provisions
At intervals not exceeding twenty years, the 
Commission shall review the provisions hereof, and 
after notice and public hearing, may propose 
amendments to any such provision, provided, 
however, that the provisions contained herein shall 
remain in full force and effect until such proposed 
amendments have been ratified by the legislatures 
of the signatory States and consented to by 
Congress.  

-- Article XIV



History:  20-Year Review

• March 17, 1958 – President Eisenhower signed the original 
Compact

• Early 1970s – The states began reviewing the Compact and 
negotiating proposed revisions

• Spring 1979 – State legislatures approved the Amended 
Compact

• February 8, 1980 – President Carter signed the 
congressional consent bill

• April 16, 1996 – The Commission formally determined to 
begin the 20-year review process

• November 18, 1997 – The Commission formally, by 
resolution, concluded its review of the Compact.



1997 
Review

Public meetings held in:

Evanston, WY
Montpelier, ID
Grace, ID
Logan, UT



1997 
Review



1997 
Review



1997 
Review



1997 
Review



Water Quality Committee

Current members:

Idaho – Barry Burnell

Utah – Walt Baker (through 
April 2017)

Wyoming – David Waterstreet



2017 Compact 
Review



2017 Review Timeline

• April 18th, 2017 – Commission formally entered into the 20-
year review process

• Fall 2017 
• September – Public meetings in all three states
• October/November 

• Compilation of comments
• Summary of findings

• November 2017 – Report to the Commission
• Post-November 2017 – ? 



2017 
Review

Public meetings to be 
held in:

Evanston, WY
Montpelier, ID
Logan, UT
Salt Lake City, UT



2017 Review Components

• Informational materials will be available

• Oral testimony at public meetings will be recorded

• Written comments are highly encouraged

• Deadline to comment ~30 days after last public hearing

Materials will be posted on the Bear River Commission website:
www.bearrivercommission.org



FAQs

Q: How will public comments be considered in this process?

Q: Who gets to decide if the Compact is to be revised?

Q: What happens if a Compact revision is needed?

Q: What are the other options aside from Compact revision?



Update on Original 
Compact Storage 

Allocations



Storage Allocations above Stewart Dam:
1,000 AF – Idaho
17,750 AF – Utah
17,750 AF – Wyoming

Subordinated to:
1) Direct flow rights in any division
2) Existing storage above Stewart 

Dam, but not to storage in Bear 
Lake or elsewhere downstream

Original Compact – 1958 

Upstream Storage

14,324 AF pre-Compact

36,500 AF  Original Compact

5923.65 feet – full (1,422,000 AF)

1) Divertible flow restrictions during a water emergency

2) Upstream storage restrictions

Exempt from storage restrictions when 
the surface elevation of Bear Lake drops 

below 5,911 feet.

4,100 AF of Wyoming’s Original 
Compact Storage is available for 

reallocation.



And now for your 
questions

Beth Callaway
Bear River Commission Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) member
Wyoming State Engineer’s Office, Interstate Streams Division 
307-777-7803
beth.callaway@wyo.gov








