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Projected Runoff Situation Summary:

• The current projection by the National Weather 
Service’s Colorado Basin River Forecast Center of 
the 2013 April – July unregulated inflow into Lake 
Powell is 3.0 million acre-feet or 42% of average.  
Th A il i it ti f th t h d bThe April precipitation for the watershed above 
Lake Powell was 115% of average.
Th CBRFC j h i fl F ll• The CBRFC projects the inflow to Fontenelle 
Reservoir will be 380,000 acre-feet or 52% of the 
30 year average for the April through July period30-year average for the April through July period.

• Apr-July projected inflow to Flaming Gorge is 
480 000 AF (49% of avg )480,000 AF (49% of avg.)  



Teacup Diagram – Upper Basin Storage

64%



Lake Mead and Lake Powell are, collectively,
at their lowest level since Lake Powell filled



Update on Upper Colorado River 
End. Fish Recovery Program

Briefing Meetings were held with 
Congressional delegation staff 
representing CO, NM, UT & WY,  p g , , ,
authorizing & appropriations 
committee staff, Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Reclamation and 
Fish and Wildlife Service officialsFish and Wildlife Service officials, 
OMB and others.  Thirty-four 
meetings and the annual  
Congressional staff appreciation 
luncheon were held in Washington on 
March 19-22, 2013.

Copies of the briefing booklet areCopies of the briefing booklet are 
available today (handout)
- Or can be downloaded at 
www.coloradoriverrecovery.org
- Or obtained by contacting John 
Shields @ 307-777-6151

Above:  Cover of this year’s  briefing booklet 



Update on Upper Colorado River End. Fish 
Recovery ProgramRecovery Program

• The Recovery Programs are continuing to meet their dual 
objectives of moving toward downlisting and delisting of 
the four endangered fish by the end of 2023 while 
allowing water use and development across the Upperallowing water use and development across the Upper 
Colorado River Basin to proceed in compliance with the 
federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

• The recovery programs  are currently providing ESA 
compliance for 2 354 water projectscompliance for 2,354 water projects.

• No lawsuits have been filed on ESA compliance for any p y
of these water projects.  



Henrys Fork Salinity Control Project Environmental Impact 
Statement process is nearly complete – next step is issuance 

f R d f D i i b th NRCS St t C ti i tof a Record of Decision by the NRCS State Conservationist –
hopefully to occur within the next two months.



Henrys Fork Salinity Control Project Plan

• Recommended Plan Irrigation System Improvements• Recommended Plan – Irrigation System Improvements
– Estimate 70% of 20,709 irrigated acres in project area will install 

on-farm irrigation application system improvements
• Deep percolation from the 14,096 acres expected to be treated will 

be reduced by approx. 58%.  Hydrosalinity analysis estimates  
treatment will reduce salt leaching by 0.46 tons/acre.g y

– Limited amount of on-farm delivery ditches will be improved by 
converting from dirt ditch to buried pipe, reducing seepage & salt 
loading by 99%.

– No canal modifications included in this plan.

– Water budget estimates:  crop consumptive use (c.u.) will 
increase due to crop changes but phreatophyte c.u. will 
decrease.  Net increase of 1,372 acre-feet per year will be 
subject to Upper Colorado Recovery Program depletion fee 
(1,372 AF @ $19.21/AF =$26,300).





Green River Basin
C i U S dConsumptive Use Study

• Protect Wyoming’s apportionments as outlined• Protect Wyoming s apportionments as outlined 
under the compacts

• Have the necessary “tools” available to accuratelyHave the necessary tools  available to accurately, 
reliably and “quickly” account for Wyoming’s water 
use in the basin

• Provide support to Wyoming’s water users in the 
management of water supplies in preparation for a 
curtailment

• Document Wyoming’s shortages





Using remote sensing 
to assessto assess 

consumptive use 
across entire basin 

and at the field scale



Mapping and Attributing Water Rightspp g g g



Colorado River Basin 
Water Supply & Demand StudyWater Supply & Demand Study

Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Water Use
10‐Year Averages from1923 to 2006
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Projected Future Colorado River Basin Water 
Supply and Demand - Results

• Average supply-
demand imbalances by 
2060 are approximately pp y
3.2 million acre-feet

• This imbalance may beThis imbalance may be 
more or less 
depending on the 
nature of the particularnature of the particular 
supply and demand 
scenario

• Imbalances have 
occurred in the past 
and deliveries have 
been met due to 
reservoir storage



Bottom Lines from Basin Study:

• Current basinwide demands (14-15 MAF/yr) outstrip• Current basinwide demands (14-15 MAF/yr) outstrip 
supplies (14.9 MAF/yr)
• Current basinwide gap is covered by storage;Current basinwide gap is covered by storage; 
significant future actions needed

Long-term, the Basin “math” does not add up.o g te , t e as at does ot add up
Climate change will decrease runoff – at the 

same time as demands are increasing there will be a g
long-term decrease in supplies.

• Gap is greatest in Lower Basin, water shortages are 
“when, not if”
• Gap in Upper Basin more uncertain: but shortage 
risk is real and chance of curtailment of use is greater 
than zero in the future



Summary of Options Submitted:
160 options were submitted to the Study from Nov 2011 – Feb 
2012 and have been posted to the Study website in their original 
form.

Increased Supply –
importation, reuse, 
desalination etcdesalination, etc. 

Reduced Demand – M&I and 
agricultural conservation, etc.

Modify Operations –
transfers & exchanges, water 
banking, etc. 

Governance & Implementation – stakeholder committees, 
population control re allocation etcpopulation control, re-allocation, etc. 



Colo. R. Basin Water Supply & Demand Study – Next Steps

• Basin States Bureau of Reclamation and participating parties• Basin States, Bureau of Reclamation and participating parties 
remain committed to ongoing process to develop and implement 
sensible solutions to the problems and issues identified in the 
Basin Study.
• Augmentation efforts will proceed within each state 
individually for the time beingindividually for the time being
• May 28th meeting in San Diego, CA to publicly announce 
and “rollout” the “next steps” plan:

o Coordinating Committee will oversee efforts.
o Three work groups have been organized and their efforts 

tti dnow getting underway:
• M&I Conservation/Reuse Work Group
• Agriculture Conservation and Transfers Work Group• Agriculture Conservation and Transfers Work Group
• Environmental Flows Work Group



Wyoming Perspectives:
A id th bi d l d fi ht• Avoid the big and prolonged fights
– Litigation will not accomplish our objectives – and Lower Basin 

states and interests must continue to understand that litigation will not 
solve or promote theirs

– Endangered Species Act compliance is easier to achieve and 
maintain if the hydrologic system is maintained
G t hi t f ki t th ith th t t i thi B i– Great history of working together with other states in this Basin –
including salinity control program, endangered fish recovery program, 
interim shortage guidelines, etc.

Collaborative relationships must be• Collaborative relationships must be 
maintained

• Solving water supply and demand imbalancesSolving water supply and demand imbalances 
elsewhere in the Basin helps everyone
– Keep the focus off of looking upstream to Upper Basin water supplies to 

solve Lower Basin water shortagessolve Lower Basin water shortages



Upcoming Meetings of Note:

• Upper Colorado River Commission Meetingpp g
– June 19-20th at Hotel Santa Fe in Santa Fe, New Mexico

Western States Water Council• Western States Water Council
– June 24 – 26, Hilton Garden in Casper, WY

• Colorado River Water Users Association Annual Conference
– December 11-13th at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas, Nevada



Thank you!y

seo.state.wy.us
307-777-6150


