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Future Water Use Project Criteria

Based upon comments received during BAG meetings, review of previously published eritenia and
questionnaire results, and the Scope of Services, the following procedure was devel oped for sereening
opportumties for future water use:

e From the notes and recording of the October BAG meeting 1t 15 obvious that at least some BAG
members would like to establish a set of priorities that are more general than project specific
¢riteria. For instance, the view that existing uses and economic dependencies should have first
priority with respect to future plans seemed to enjoy general acceptance.

o A nested set of criteria were developed that take into consideration the comments of BAG
members, the study results with respect to both current and future needs, and the previously
proposed draft critena.

o Theindividual enteria will be applied to projects grouped by prionty as given below:

Prionty Description

1  ERechabilitation projects that preserve existing uses and economie dependencies.
2 Projects that rectify existing demands/needs/shortages.
3  Projects that meet projected future demands/needs/shortages.

4 Trans-basin diversions of water that enhance in-state uses.



S1% criterta will be ev aluated under each of these priorities to present an overall picture of the favorability of a
project or opportunity. These criteria, and the method by which they will be applied, are:

1 Water Availability

This criteria reflects the general ability of a project to function, eg. f1ll 8 of 10 years for an agricultural

reservoir, given likely bypasses for environmental uses and prior rights. It 15 not a reflection of the relative
s1ze of the project.

2 Financial Feastbility

This criteria reflects the effects of the combimnation of technical feasibility thigh or low construction cost) and
economic use towhich the water would be put (e g. irngation of native meadow vs. cultivation of alfalfa or
row cropsy. The intent of this ranking 1sto indicate the likely ability to afford the project or meet Wyoming
Water Development Comrmission (or other) funding source criteria. A low number represents a project with

suspect ability to be repaid, whereas a high number represents a project that should more easily med funding
and repayment requirements.

3 Public Acceptance

This criteria reflects the extent to which a project will encounter or create public controversy (low numb er)
versus a project that would likely engender broad public sup port (high number). For examp le, on-stream
storage in environmentally sensitive areas would be very controversial, while off-channel storage 10 less
sensitive areas would likely be supported.



4  MNumber of sponsors’beneficianes/participants

This criteria reflects the desirability, all other things being equal, that a project serving a larger segment of
the population should rank higher thigher number) than one serving only a few (lower number)

5  LegalInstitutional concerns

This criteria reflects the perceived relative ease thigh number) or difficulty (low numb er) with which a
project could be authonzed and permitted under existing state and federal law.

& Environmental/Becreation benefits

This criteria reflects the net effect of positive environmental and recreational aspects of a project as offset,
to the extent it can be dermined, by potential negative impacts.
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CRITERIA
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T Each criteria has a differentweighting under each priority; 10 & most important, 1 i least important
= Under each project the criteria are indiwvidualy ranked; 10 means largehy fawarable, 1 & unfavorable

=® Scores are the additive result of mubplying each project criteriaweighting by the associated priorky criteria rarking

Friaorities:

Fresenves exicting uses and dependencies
Addresses exetingshotdages

Addresses future projected neeads
'"Addresses future out-of-b asin, in-state needs
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