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Topics to Cover

% Background on Wyoming State Engineer’s
Office duties

% Overview of Wyoming Water Law

& Compacts affecting Wind/Big Horn basin of
Wyoming



State Engineer’s Office

< Water Rights have been 1ssued since
Territorial Times

< Agency responsible for the
administration of water in the state

< Water designated the property of the
state by the Constitution (Art. 8)
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Elwood Mead while Wyoming State Engineer.
(1 890-1 899) (Wyoming State Museum)
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An early day photograph of Hoover Dam
discharging water from Lake Mead.






State Engineer’s Office
Organizational Chart
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Functions of the SEO

< Permitting and Regulatory
Responsibilities

< Interstate Compact/Decree
Admimstration

% Water Resource Data Collection &
Distribution

% Water Education
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Functions of the Board of Control

+Made up of 4 Water Division
Superintendents & State Engineer

<+ Meet quarterly

< Act on adjudications, change 1n
point of diversion, change i use,
transfers of adjudicated rights
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Interstate River
Compacts affecting the
Wind-Big Horn River

Basin



VWyoming River Basin
Compacts and Decrees
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Yellowstone River Compact

s Allocates the flows of the Clarks
Fork, Wind/Bighorn, Powder and
Tongue Rivers (excludes the Little
Bighormn)

“Recognizes all beneficial uses in
place January 1, 1950

“Supplemental supplies to pre-1950
lands are exempt



Commission members

< One member from Montana and
Wyoming appointed by the Governor

< Federal Chairman selected by the
Director of the USGS

< Generally meet annually 1n late
November or early December, rotating
between Wyoming and Montana



Compact Allocations

+»Clarks Fork
+» Wyoming 60%
+ Montana 40%
<+ Wind/Bighom
+» Wyoming 80%
+ Montana 20%



Compact Allocations (con’t)

<+ Tongue
+» Wyoming 40%
+ Montana 60%
“»Powder
+» Wyoming 42%
+ Montana 58%



Current 1ssues betore the
Commission

+Coalbed methane development
+» Water Quantity and Quality concerns

+»Compact Administration

+ Tribal Reserved Water Rights



Tribal Reserved Water Rights

<+ Montana Reserved Water Rights
Compact Commission

¢ Northern Cheyenne

+Tongue River Reservoir Rehab

+Crow Tribe
+Compact ratitied by MT. legislature


















BR Is ected Ny
angered Species®ct

‘YOU Can Help: \
e Respect posted/fenced nest |

sKeep pets leashed.
s Don't litter; it attracts preda
s Don’t linger near birds or ne

& 5

The Endangered Species Act Prohibits Harming or Disturbing the Piping Plover
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Wyoming’s participation in
Missour1 River Basin Association

<8 states 1in the Missour1 River basin
plus Tribal representation through
Mni1 Sose

< Master Manual Review and Update
+ Faster response during drought periods

<+ Final Biological Opinion
completed by the Fish and Wildlife
Service Nowv. 30, 2000



Fhotograph 3. ‘U'he pallid sturgeon links back to prehistoric times. Tt is well adapted ¢o live in the
large, turbid rivers like the Missouri, however, changes to the river habitais and hydrology have
rednced or eliminated reproduction. In the upper river, only a fow aging adults remain.






	img001
	img002
	img003
	img004
	img005
	img006
	img007
	img008
	img009
	img010
	img011
	img012
	img013
	img014
	img015
	img016
	img017
	img018
	img019
	img020
	img021
	img022
	img023
	img024
	img025
	img026
	img027
	img028
	img029
	img030
	img031
	img032
	img033
	img034
	img035
	img036

